


“If trapping out beavers ranked among our earliest crimes against nature, 
bringing them back is a way to pay reparations. Beavers, the animal that dou-

bles as an ecosystem, are ecological and hydrological swiss army 
knives, capable, in the right circum- stances, of tackling just 

about any landscape-scale problem you might confront. Trying to 
mitigate floods or improve water quality? There’s a   beaver 

for that. Hoping to capture more wa- ter for agriculture in the 
face of climate change? Add a bea- ver. Concerned about sedi-
mentation, salmon runs, wildfire? Take two families of beaver 

and check back in a year.” 
Ben Goldfarb Eager: The secret and surprising lives of beavers and why they matter. 


